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ﬁOm WRITTEN FOR OUR LEARNING

the
One of my favorite prayers in our hymnal is the Collect for the Word:
_ALPASTOR

Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our
learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that,
by patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed
hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Scriptures themselves testify to the critical importance of God’s Word in the
lives of His people. The Psalmist prayed, “How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter
than honey to my mouth” (Ps. 119:103).

The soul of the prophet Jeremiah was nourished by the Word of God:

“When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart’s delight, for I
bear your name, O Lord God almighty” (Jeremiah 15:16).

- St. Paul encouraged the' Ephesian Christians to use the Word in their ongoing battle
against the devil and his schemes:

“Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God
(Ephesians 6:17).

In the Book of Acts, the Bereans are commended because “they received the message
with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was
true” (Acts 17:11).

Most important of all, the Bible brings us the message of salvation in Jesus Christ:

“But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life in his name (John 20:31).



St. Paul wrote these words of encouragement to Timothy:

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of,
because you know those from whom you learned it, and how Jrom infancy you have known
the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every
good work (2 Timothy 3:14-17).

As we enter into a new year of God’s grace, I want to encourage you to be an eager
student of the Scriptures. Worship faithfully. Participate in Sunday School and Bible
studies. Read and study God’s Word at home. Meditate on it day and night (Psalm 1:1).
“Let the Word of Christ swell in you richly” (Colossians 3:16). His Word will be a blessing
to you, and He will bless many others through you.

Pastor Ullman

“TOUCHING ALL PEOPLE AND GENERATIONS WITH GOD’S WORD”

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

1) Have you spoken to anyone since church services this past Sunday to share with them
what Christ and his church mean to YOU? '

2) Do you often speak to someone who has been absent from the services to express your
concern for them?

3) Have you invited a newcomer to the community to your church any time within the
past four months? The past year?

4) Have you encouraged or invited anyone who does not attend any Sunday School or
church to visit yours with you?

5) During the past month, have you introduced yourself before or after worship to anyone
you did not know, and extended your person word of greeting and welcome?

6) Last Sunday, did you take the time to greet the people who sit around you in worship?
7) Do you pray for the ability to use such opportunities as God presents them to YOU?

8) Do you pray that the Holy Spirit will guide you in your outreach concerns?

EVANSVILLE LUTHERAN SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN VISIT DAYS are
February 7, 14, 21 and 28. To schedule a visit for your child call Janie Robertson, 760-6833.






